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"المعتقلين اللبنانيين السياسيين في سوريا"
Lebanese Political Detainees in Syria
طـ الارضي – بناية كالوت – بدارو – بيروت – لبنان – هـ/فـ: 383280-1-961+
Gd. Floor Kalot Building – Badaro – Beirut – Lebanon - v/f:+961-1-383280
The Ambassador of the Netherlands

Beirut

Lebanon

Beirut, February 18th, 2010

Your Excellency,

We have the honor to present to you our NGO, Lebanese Political Detainees in Syria. Our NGO was created by previous detainees for the detainees. Our membership requirements are laid as such that all previous detainees are welcome to join and the families of the detainees still in Syria can be represented. We created our NGO on January 5th 2009 with two main objectives in mind: 

First we need to take care of the released detainees from Syrian jails following their horrible detention and years of torture. Their families also need urgent support as they have been abused by blackmailers during the whole period of detention of their loved ones.

Second we would like to propose a fault proof solution to the continuous ordeal of the many who are still detained in Syrian jails. We outline our proposed plan of action in this regard in our document called MEMORANDUM that we join to this letter.

The Lebanese civil society is thriving and many NGOs are claiming to help the detainees released from Syrian jails. Unfortunately very little is reaching the needing individuals and this is the main reason for creating our NGO. We are partnering with serious NGOs like RESTART for their medical support and advice in this domain.
The freed detainees are in much need of care in the following sectors: Physical, Psychological, Medical, professional rehabilitation, language skills, and more including support to their families who are relying on them for support.
Moreover, we are lobbying the Lebanese Members of Parliament in order to pass one of the two draft laws that we hope will make the Lebanese government compensate financially the freed detainees from Syrian jails like they have done for the ones released from the Israeli jails.

The most important problems we are facing are:

1- The difficulties that come with creating and developing a new NGO

2- The fact that the NGOs who worked on this file have mixed it with the one of the disappeared during the Lebanese war.

3- The problem with corrupt NGOs who put their interest and their political agendas before the need of the detainees.

It is very important to separate this file from the one of the disappeared during the Lebanese war.
We hope to be able to develop our services to serve well our members. The first few years of an NGO are the most difficult ones and we count on your valuable support.

Respectfully yours

Ali Bou Dehn

President LPDS

